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Naperville’s Exchange Club Dedicates Freedom Shrine at St. Raphael Catholic School
(Naperville, IL) The Exchange Club of Naperville presented a Freedom Shrine to St. Raphael Catholic School on September 9, 2011.  At the beginning of the school day, the American flag was raised, and then lowered to half staff, by members of the school’s Boy Scout Troop, in remembrance of the 10th anniversary of the 9/11 terrorist attack on the United States.  Mayor George Pradel led the entire school in the Pledge of Allegiance, followed by the playing of the Star Spangled Banner by some of the school’s brass instrument students.  
Mass for the entire student body and invited guests was held, with the Knights of Columbus 4th Degree providing an honor guard.  At the close of the Mass, Jennifer Odin Cavalier, President Elect of the Exchange Club of Naperville, addressed the entire student body, stating “that freedom needs to be remembered through examination of the important documents that created America.”

 The Freedom Shrine has been mounted on both walls of the main corridor between the Church and the school, making it available to classes and visitors alike.  The Home and School Association concluded the festivities with a reception.  Trish Krenick, a member of the Americanism Committee in the Exchange Club, chaired the acquisition of the Shrine for the school, and Karen Udell, Principal, St. Raphael Catholic School, coordinated the event.  In addition to the school staff and students and the mayor several members of the Exchange Club attended the flag raising, Mass, and Dedication of the Shrine.  It allowed both remembrance of the terrorist attack ten years ago and hope for the future in the belief that freedom will prevail.   
The Exchange Club is a national group of men and women working to make our community a better place through its primary mission, the Prevention of Child Abuse, and through local community service projects.  The club organizes fundraising activities such as Ribfest over the Fourth of July to provide financial assistance and to promote Americanism, Community Service, Youth Activities and to Prevent Child Abuse and Domestic Violence.   If you are interested in any of the activities mentioned above, call 630.779.2702 or visit our Web site at www.ExchangeClub.org.
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